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Service pays homage to U.S. heroes 

By JOE KENNEDY 
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   Keith Fairben would tell people not to regard him as any more heroic than his 25 brothers and sisters who also will be recognized Saturday evening at the National EMS Memorial Service in Roanoke. 

    Fairben was a paramedic at New York Presbyterian Hospital who responded with his partner, Mario Santoro, to the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center. Both perished when the towers collapsed. Fairben was 24. 

    Recovery teams found Santoro's body in January. 

    "In March, they found Keith not too far away, in the south tower lobby by the command post, with quite a few firemen and police officers," said Diane Fairben, Keith's mother. “He had a patient in his arms." 

    Diane Fairben, her husband, Ken, some family members and many of Keith's co-workers at the hospital and at the volunteer fire department of Floral Park, Long Island, are coming in for the 7 p.m. service. She said the Trade Center victims "would not want any more light shone on them" than on the other 16 EMS workers from across the country who will be honored. 

    All are heroes 

    Organizers of the service realize this. 

    "We're not going to de-emphasize the New York people," said Wanda 

Morehead, a member of the memorial service board. "They will just be part of many." 

    At the ceremony, family members of the victims will be given a flag, a rose and an engraved medallion. Nathan Williams, president of the National Association of EMTs, will speak, and a video composed of personal photographs of the honorees will be shown. Bagpipers will open and close the service, and at the end, rescue helicopters will fly over. 

    The attacks in New York have brought a huge number of inquiries about the decade-old service. That's why planners moved it from Greene Memorial United 

Methodist Church to nearby First Baptist. Greene Memorial seats some 600 people and routinely packed in more. First Baptist holds about 2,800. 

    Many colleagues of the honorees will attend. By design, they will have plenty of other things to do besides the service. In part, that's to keep them busy in their time of sorrow. 

    The To the Rescue Museum at Tangle wood Mall will conduct private tours as well as be open to the public. Charlie Daniels will dedicate his Friday night concert in Victory Stadium to rescue workers, who'll be admitted free.  Daniels will invite the children of those who died at the Trade Center on stage during the show, Morehead said. 

    Co-workers share the pain 

    Seventy-nine EMS workers from Boston are expected to arrive at Hotel Roanoke by bicycle around 5 that afternoon. Saturday morning at 10, a caravan of rescue vehicles will leave Jefferson Street downtown and travel to the museum. Other units will park with their lights flashing and crew members standing at attention along the way. Then they will fall in behind. The Roanoke Steam has moved its football game from 7:30 p.m. Saturday to 2:30 that afternoon and is dedicating it to EMS workers. 

    Fairben said her son's co-workers and fellow volunteers from Long Island hurt as much as the victims' families do. Many are young. 

    "The Floral Park Fire Department has never had a member die in the line of duty," she said. "Keith is the first one. It's a heavy blow." 

    Sue Taylor, executive director of the To the Rescue Museum, hopes the service shows at last how important, and how appreciated, rescue workers are. 

    "They need to heal, to get well and to get on to the next thing that happens," she said, "and there will be a next thing." 

